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Where does the time go?
It feels that we were just recently slugging
through springtime swampland, and
already the forest is aglow with red and
yellow hues. Another growing season is
coming to an end as the prairie begins
to brown and the farmers comb the
landscape harvesting their grain.
The bulk of our outdoor programing for
2016 is behind us.

These opportunities to visit our protected
lands and share them with the community
really drive home the importance of Black
Swamp Conservancy’s work.
With your help, we have forever preserved
more than 16,000 acres in northwest
Ohio. Family farms, forests, wetlands and
prairies. These are such special places,
and it is comforting to know that they will
be around for generations to come.

I’ve really enjoyed the opportunities that I have had these
past few months to connect with you as we’ve hiked trails,
paddled scenic waterways, attempted to capture that
perfect photo of a Summer Azure and so much more.

With your help, Black Swamp
Conservancy continues to grow and
improve. We are just now taking on some
of the biggest and most impactful projects
the organization has ever contemplated.
We will be keeping very busy this winter
securing funding for these projects and
moving them towards completion.
Thank you for making conservation
possible in our community. We truly
couldn’t do it without your help.
With warm regards,

Rob Krain
Executive Director

Nearly Two Centuries
of Family Farming

W

hen you walk the farm with Don Knepper, you
can't help but to hear the pride he takes in
telling his family’s story. You see how well the
property is cared for, from his family’s original farm house,
to the heritage museum he is working to create and the
pastures of frolicking lambs. Don doesn't just believe in
conservation, he lives it.

Don Knepper, is the current guardian of
his family’s centuries old farm, established
in 1834. First owned by his great-great
grandfather, acreage has been added over
the years to build the property into the
172 acres that the family now owns here.
Don takes great pride in his Century
Farm and takes great care to maintain its
grounds. He resides in his family’s original
farmhouse, built in 1871, which proudly
displays a framed copy of the historic land
grant in the entryway.

The Knepper farm hosts school visits,
so that local children can learn about
livestock care and farm practices. In his
spare time, Don is developing a farm
museum in one of the barns to showcase
historic implements, machinery, buggies
and sleighs. He hopes that this museum
will become a place that school children
can come to learn about the local history
and their rural heritage.
Seven acres of free-range pasture are
maintained. Don raises sheep on this
acreage. He is a veterinarian by trade,
which allows him to tend to a healthy
herd on his own.

The Sandusky SWCD has been helping
to address resource concerns on the farm
for decades. Over the years, more than
2,000 trees have been planted in efforts
to reduce erosion concerns and expand
wildlife habitat.
The Knepper farm is a piece of a larger
conservation landscape in western
Sandusky County, where more than 3,000
acres of farmland have been protected
forever by Black Swamp Conservancy
and three public parks are operated by
Sandusky County Park District. Our work
here seeks to preserve the landscape as an
open space patchwork of natural habitats
and working farms.

Promoting Public Trust, Ensuring Permanence
The Land Trust community held its
national conference in Minneapolis last
month. The conference provided excellent
training for the Conservancy’s staff and
board members and opportunities to
connect with peers.
This year’s conference was also a time to
celebrate! That is because Black Swamp
Conservancy was recognized by the Land
Trust Accreditation Commission during
the opening plenary.
Earning accreditation is the validation
of decades of hard work by staff, board,
volunteers and supporters alike - to create,
build, and professionalize Black Swamp
Conservancy. It is an indication that the
organization is doing more than just good
conservation work, that we are also setting
the organizational structure to ensure that
our important work is permanent.

Trustee Tom Reed and Executive Director Rob Krain accepted the award from Land
Trust Accreditation Commission Director Tammara Van Ryn.
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EXPANDING A PRESERVE,
Broadening
Recreational
Opportunities
The Conservancy recently purchased
a new extension of Forrest Woods
Nature Preserve, growing the preserve
to 346 acres.
The new property, which we are calling
Forder Bridge River Access, sits along
the banks of the Maumee and is the
preserve’s first direct connection to
the river.
The property has long been a beloved
fishing spot for the community. With
this purchase, we hope to improve and
formalize that access. A parking lot, trash
receptacles and benches have already
been installed.

We are working in partnership with
the Paulding County Park District at
Forder Bridge.
Together we are preparing a grant
proposal that, if funded, will enable
us to install a public canoe and kayak
launch next year. The park district has
committed to ongoing management of
public access and amenities, and we are
more than pleased to have them as a
partner organization.

A Place to Call Home

Though there are many public access
sites on the Maumee River, they are
few and far between in the Upper
Watershed. Forder Bridge will be one
of the only official river access sites in
Paulding County.
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pring may seem a long time
away, but now is a great time to
build wildlife boxes

With more than 16,000 acres now protected,
Black Swamp Conservancy’s lands are
home to countless species of plants and
animals. To help wildlife thrive, we maintain
nesting boxes on our properties and install
new ones each spring.
What can you do to help? Consider taking
some time this winter to build nesting boxes.
Any boxes you donate will be placed on one
of our properties in early 2017.
Visit BlackSwamp.org/main/volunteer
for instructions to build wildlife boxes for
Bluebirds, Bats, Butterflies and more.

Notes from the Field

I

n this edition of “Notes from the Field” Chris Collier
shares with us the joys of monitoring the Conservancy’s
protected lands in the fall.

Property monitoring has provided me
with the opportunity to spend days on
Middle Bass and Kelleys Islands, around
Lake Erie’s coastal marshes, in remnant
swamp forests of the Great Black Swamp,
in prairies giving us the last glimpses of
their summer and fall beauty, and walking
northwest Ohio’s family farms following
the harvest. It is a joy to experience the
Conservancy’s protected lands during
the fall changes, and it is also a great
time for us to see how they have changed
throughout the past year.

Fall is one of the many reasons I love
working on conservation in northwest
Ohio. There are countless joys to
experience each fall; from watching
waterfowl and other birds begin their
migration south, to the watching the
leaves change colors, to watching our
partnering farmers harvest their crops.
I cannot think of anything I would
rather do on these beautiful autumn
days than to walk some of Black Swamp
Conservancy’s remarkable protected lands.
This is why I am thankful (and I know
our volunteer monitors feel the same
way) that the bulk of the Conservancy’s
monitoring season occurs in fall. Every
year staff and volunteers visit each of our
protected properties. These visits allow the
Conservancy to ensure that conservation
agreements are being followed. They
also provide an opportunity for us to
assess natural resource concerns and offer
management advice to our landowners.

Monitoring not only allows Conservancy
staff and volunteers an opportunity to
walk all of Black Swamp’s protected
properties, but also a chance to meet and
talk with the Conservancy’s partnering
landowners. I enjoy hearing about all
they have experienced and completed
over the past year; from new resource
management practices, to habitat and
property management strategies, to
the struggles caused by various factors
including changing climate. This allows
the Conservancy to hear and see what
difficulties and successes our landowners
have experienced, help them find
strategies to help with their difficulties,
and pass their success stories along.
Every fall eventually turns to winter and
every monitoring season comes to an end.
Once winter rolls around, I will have the
time to catalogue everything our monitors
learned and plan for our next year of
conservation and property management.
Before that inevitable change in seasons
comes I look forward to walking a few
more properties.
See you out there!

Chris

Coffee & Conservation

DECEMBER
7

th

Have you ever thought about partnering with Black Swamp Conservancy to
permanently protect your farm and family heritage? If so, you know that there is a lot
to think about. You probably have a lot of questions that you might not want to ask in a
full room.

Bailiwicks Coffee
62 S. Washington Street
Tiffin

th

13

Janelle’s Diner
135 E. Front Street
Pemberville

For that reason, we aren’t going to do a big public meeting ahead of this year’s
farmland preservation program. Instead, we will make ourselves available for a series of
small-group and one-on-one discussions.

15th

Delta 109
214 W. Main Street
Delta

Our Conservation Manager, Chris, will be having coffee from 8 – 10 am at the following
locations. We hope that you’ll stop in for a conversation about conservation!

19

Ideal Bakery
101 W. Madison Street
Gibsonburg

th

UPCOMING

EVENTS
It’s easy to get that cooped up feeling
over the winter. It’s just as easy to lose
that feeling by bundling up and getting
out on the land. The Conservancy will be
hosting several opportunities this winter.

DECEMBER
th

Stewardship Day at
Forder Bridge
River Access

21ST

Stewardship Day at
Forrest Woods
Nature Preserve

10

*

FEBRUARY
25

th

Restoration Update and
Nature Walk at Forrest Woods
Nature Preserve

Events begin at 10:30 a.m.
Please RSVP to BSC@BlackSwamp.org or 419.833.1025

A GROWING COLLABORATION
This past spring, Person Centered Services in Perrysburg reached out to see if the Conservancy had any volunteer opportunities for
the developmentally disabled adults they serve. We jumped at the opportunity to work together and dedicated a small portion of our
Homestead to the project. The guys planted pumpkins and sunflowers in the side yard, and made weekly trips over the summer to
tend the crops.
Once our awesome volunteers had
harvested their pumpkins, we donated
200 of them to St. John’s Jesuit for the
sophomore class’s service project. The
students used them to stock the pumpkin
painting station at their trunk-or-treat, a
trick-or-treat event for inner-city youth
whose neighborhoods aren’t safe.
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We had a great time working with our
volunteers and were thrilled to help St.
John’s do good in the community.
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2017
Blue Grass
Green Acres

FRIDAY MARCH 10

Carranor Hunt & Polo Club
Tickets $40 ($55 after 2/26)
doors open at 6:30

Featuring Anderlik, Otto & Church

|

bluegrass/blues/acoustic roots music

BLACK SWAMP
CONSERVANCY
P.O. Box 332
Perrysburg, Ohio 43552
419.833.1025

At Black Swamp Conservancy…
We take direct action to permanently preserve
northwest Ohio’s natural habitats and family
farms for the benefit of future generations.
By protecting our valuable land and
water resources we are supporting
healthy communities with strong,
sustainable economies.
Our work ensures the diverse habitats of our
region will be protected for generations and
that our children and their children will forever
be able to enjoy this special place.

2015-2016 Board Trustees
Mary Krueger, President
Karen Wood, Vice President
Brian Kennedy, Treasurer
Alec Vogelpohl, Secretary
Steve Bowe
Paul Croy
Mary Fedderke
Sally Gladwell
Julie Brotje Higgins
Virginia Keller
Tim Minning
Tom Reed
Katie Rousseau
Tim Schetter
Laurie VonSeggern
Anne Yager

or Current Resident

Eric Kraus, Immediate Past President

Conservancy Staff
Rob Krain
Executive Director
Chris Collier
Land Protection Specialist
Shelley Crossley
Advancement Coordinator
Linda Wegman
Office Manager
Great Horned Owl photo (at right) courtesy of
George Sydlowski.
Your support is helping to protect and restore
northwest Ohio’s rivers and streams, providing
critical habitat for birds and animals - like this
great horned owl.
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