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Black Swamp Conservancy is a land trust dedicated to protecting natural areas and 
family farms, now and for future generations, through land conservation agreements. 
We do this to preserve the rural heritage, unique natural habitats, and lakes and 
streams of  northwest Ohio.

By protecting our valuable land and water resources, we hope to support  
healthier communities with strong, sustainable economies including agriculture  
and ecotourism.
 
As a nonprofit organization, Black Swamp Conservancy relies on the support of  
landowners, donors, and partnerships with other conservation organizations. We 
strive to be a wise investment for our supporters, whether they are giving us their 
land, time, or money.
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For more than twenty years, Black Swamp Conservancy has been protecting the places you 
care about in northwest Ohio. This report highlights just how valuable your support has been, 
and some of  the important work that you are helping to make possible in our community.

This year, the Conservancy completed a major stream and wetland restoration project at 
Forrest Woods Nature Preserve. This project expands and enhances wildlife habitat at one of  
our region’s most critical conservation areas. It also contributes to cleaner water by restoring 
wetlands and functioning floodplains – which remove pollutants from our waterways.

New properties have been acquired that will be restored back to natural habitat. And, 
the Conservancy also continues to work with private landowners across northwest Ohio 
to permanently preserve their lands for the benefit of  future generations. All told, Black 
Swamp Conservancy has protected, and in many cases improved, more than 16,750 acres of  
northwest Ohio’s finest woods, wetlands, prairies and family farms.

As proud as we are of  these achievements, we can’t rest now. In fact, more than ever,  
we need to accelerate our work. We are in the midst of  a golden age of  land conservation 
right here, right now.

Never before have we had the right formula to do so much – with willing landowners, expert 
staff, a driven board and the potential to significantly leverage outside funding.

In the end, we all want a community that is known for its clean water, abundant wildlife, 
outdoor adventures, beautiful vistas and sustainable local food production.

Thanks for all you do.
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Rob Krain  |  Executive Director



Black Swamp Conservancy has 
purchased two properties along  
the Sandusky River. The properties, 
which bookend the City of  Fremont to 
the north and south, will be restored and 
developed into public parks.

Like our recent work at Forrest Woods, 
these projects will restore natural habitats 
with a goal of  improving water quality 
and expanding wildlife habitat. We are 
now working to develop conceptual 
plans and seeking funding for restoration 
activities and public facilities. 

Because these sites are so close to the 
City; they are also ideal locations to 
open for public use. The Conservancy 
is working in partnership with the City 
of  Fremont and the Sandusky County 
Park District, and plans to donate the 
properties to the park district following 
their restoration. This will open just shy 
of  two miles of  river access to the public. 

IMPROVING 
WATER QUALITY,    

EXPANDING 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
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Keith and Beverly King recently partnered with Black Swamp Conservancy to 
permanently protect their family farm in Sandusky County. They have owned and 
operated the farm for more than 30 years – it was here that their son, Kyle, grew up. 
He now has a farm of  his own, just down the road, and he and his wife Alisha are 
expecting to welcome the family’s next generation in October.

Keith’s family has deep roots here; the nearby community of  Kingsway is named 
after his grandfather, George Washington King, who established a post office there 
in 1882.

The pride the King family takes in the farm and our broader community is 
apparent in their careful management practices. Keith is a local leader in USDA’s 
Conservation Stewardship Program; employing cover crops and regularly testing soil 
and plant tissue for nutrient levels to guide his variable rate fertilizer application. 
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GROWING   
GENERATIONS 



PARADISE FOUND
Over the past two years, Black Swamp Conservancy has been working 
on a major stream and wetland restoration project at Forrest Woods 
Nature Preserve. 

The project, which was recently completed, returned former 
agricultural fields and drainage ditches surrounding the preserve back 
to a natural condition. All told, more than forty acres of  wetlands were 
restored, ¾ of  a mile of  stream was repaired and 22,000 trees were 
planted.

Wildlife populations are quickly responding to the new habitat. 
Salamanders and frogs already fill the wetland pools, and will return 
again next spring to breed the next generation. With more than 30 
rare, threatened and endangered species known to inhabit the preserve, 
this expanded habitat is precious. 

The restoration was specifically designed to capture and hold surface 
water on the property. This allows wetland vegetation to capture 
nutrients and other pollutants before they are able to make their way 
into the Maumee River and eventually Lake Erie.
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A NEW 
 ADDITION

Forrest Woods Nature Preserve  
continues to grow! 

The Conservancy recently purchased 
another 48 acres from the Forrest family. 
This new property, which includes almost 
a mile of  frontage on the Maumee River, 
brings the preserve’s total acreage to 395.

As this photo shows, the newly acquired 
bottomland field floods over in times 
of  high water, washing sediment and 
nutrients into the Maumee. Our goal is  
to restore this area to functioning 
floodplain and wetlands, which will 
expand wildlife habitat, reduce flood  
risks and protect water quality. 

We are currently developing conceptual 
designs for habitat restoration and are in 
the process of  securing funding needed to 
complete the project.
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SHARING THE 
OUTDOORS2017 ANNUAL REPORT

nature walks 
Whether spotting a four-toed 
salamander in a low tussock at Forrest 
Woods or marveling at the great blue 
heron rookery high in the canopy at 
Bell Woods, there is always something 
exciting to be found when exploring 
nature. Conservancy nature walks 
are a great way to explore interesting 
properties across the region.

canoe & kayak paddles 
Paddling is the fastest growing outdoor 
activity in Ohio, and for good reason! 
Northwest Ohio is blessed with some 
really great stretches of  rivers and 
streams to explore. The Conservancy 
hosts free paddles throughout the 
season, from kayak tours through 
downtown Toledo to canoe paddles on 
some of  our region’s hidden gems, like 
Green Creek.

nature photography 
Throughout the year, the Conservancy 
hosts field trips for local nature 
photographers. These outings provide 
great opportunities for photographers 
to visit properties they might not 
otherwise be able to access and to 
share tricks of  the trade with one 
another.

Each year the Conservancy organizes opportunities for the public to get outside, discover new places and learn new things. This 
past year, the Conservancy held more than 20 programs, events and volunteer opportunities, serving more than 2,000 people. 
These included: 



HANDS-ON 
CONSERVATION
With more than 16,500 acres of  land protected and a small 
staff, the Conservancy relies on dedicated volunteers to help 
care for and oversee our protected properties. 

Throughout the year, we host stewardship days on sites 
throughout northwest Ohio to help with management of  
invasive species, tree plantings, seed collection and more. 

In addition to direct management, each spring and fall staff  
and trained volunteers visit our easement protected properties 
to ensure they are being managed consistent with our 
agreement and document any changes that have occurred. 

We are able care for our protected properties thanks to our 
volunteers. Thanks to all of  those who helped this past year 
- and special thanks to the Antwerp Conservation Club, 
Americorps and ZooTeens for all of  their help!
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OUR
LAND

Acres protected by year  
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Acres protected by county

Seneca
4,518

Wood - 1,104

Hancock - 64

Fulton
3,563

Williams - 48

Hardin - 712

Henry - 79

Lucas - 591

Ottawa - 959

Paulding - 493

Defiance - 451

Erie - 1

Monroe - 4

Sandusky
3,491
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FINANCIALS

2016 Operating Support & Revenue

2016 Expenses

47% Individual Donations

13% Miscellaneous

9% Investments Net Revenue

8% Events Net Revenue

2% Corporate Donations

21% Charitable Foundations

95% Program Services

2% Fundraising

3% General and Administrative

Black Swamp Conservancy’s 
statement of financial position 

for 2016 has been reviewed  
by the Clark Schaefer Hackett, 
and found to be in conformity 

with generally accepted 
accounting principles.



2017-2018 BOARD TRUSTEES

OUR LAND. OUR WATER.
OUR FUTURE.
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Anne Yager, President
Steve Bowe, Vice President
Brian Kennedy, Treasurer
Karen Wood, Secretary

Trustees 
Eric Britton
Paul Croy
Mary Fedderke
Sally Gladwell
Julie Brotje Higgins
Virginia Keller
Tim Minning
Tom Reed
Katie Rousseau
Tim Schetter
Laurie VonSeggern

Mary Krueger, Immediate Past President

Advisory Council
Sara Jane DeHoff
Don Leary
Clint Mauk
Steve Pollick
Stephen Stranahan
Deke Welles

Conservancy Staff
Rob Krain
Chris Collier
Melanie Coulter
Aly Rumer
Linda Wegman
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