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hose tall prairie flowers,     
     waving in the wind. The call      
     of the egrets wading by the  
     river’s edge.  

 
The scent of fresh soil, or newly          
fallen leaves. The sounds of a wheat 
field blowing in the distance. There  
is something magical about autumn 
in northwest Ohio.  

And your support is making this    
possible for more and more people 
here in our community. 
  
We live in a fragile place. Wetlands 
are lost, farms are bulldozed. Rivers 
are inundated with eroded soils and 
nutrients. 
  
Preserving our important natural  
resources is an undeniably worthy         
task. In fact, it is perhaps the most 
important thing we can do today      
to benefit future generations. And     
together, we are getting the job 
done.  

Black Swamp Conservancy now    
protects more than 15,000 acres 
across northwest Ohio – and some  
of our region’s most significant    
conservation success stories are just 
on the horizon.  
 
Our local community leaders         
recognize the importance of this 
work as well.          

The Conservancy was recently       
honored with the 2015 Nonprofit 
Excellence Award presented by the 
Toledo Community Foundation and 
The Blade. This distinction is a        
testament to how important your 
support of conservation is and how  
it is appreciated by the community  
at large. 
 
Conservation is appreciated by kids 
too! They are getting the chance to 
take part in fun, interactive, and    
dynamic programs on protected 
lands which we co-host with local 
schools and community groups.  

As the future of conservation, every 
day they have a great experience out
-of-doors allows them to find a place 
and passion for nature in their lives. 
   
Conserving lands, both large and 
small, is critically important to our                       
community’s health: vibrant, healthy 
kids, clean drinking water, fresh local 
food and farms, and places for              
wildlife and nature to thrive.  

Playing outdoors in the woods, fishing along a 
stream, or experiencing the joy of a working 
farm, is all part of our collective heritage.  

Experiencing a crayfish for 
the first time can turn a  
student into a nature lover. 



A Life on the Land, a Legacy 
by Steve Pollick 

When you listen to them, after         
62 years of marriage, finishing one    
another’s thoughts - or sometimes 
“correcting” them - you understand  
a little more. And when John gets a 
bit choked up and misty-eyed while    
describing his life on the land, it         
finally dawns on you. 
 
You need no more explaining about 
why they decided to enroll that     
particular 72 acres in a conservation 
easement through Black Swamp       
Conservancy. The land has been part 
of their life and their legacy, and they 
hope that future generations feel the 
same way. 
 
“It was my grandfather’s farm,” says 
John, 84, and just a year into full 
time retirement from farming. “My 
dad farmed it.” John admits, that 
“we got a little money for the     
easement and that didn’t hurt.” But 
that was not what was important,  
for he stressed that the easement 
“means it will stay in farming; it    
can’t be sold for development.”  
 

Indeed, the sprawling works of North 
Star BlueScope Steel looms on the 
horizon northwest of their home just 
south of Delta. And two parcels of 
former Trowbridge land along State 
Rt. 109, just east of their residence, 
today are occupied by the local 
American Legion Post grounds and a 
funeral home. So, development, and 
the need to draw the line. 
 
The conserved Trowbridge farm is 
just north of a checkerboard of other       
farmland parcels also preserved       
under Black Swamp Conservancy's 
efforts. John said he initially heard 
about the Conservancy’s                       
preservation work through the soil 
and water district, and through     
several other farmers who had         
enrolled land in conservation              
agreements. As always, word of 
mouth is the best salesman. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Trowbridges over their 62 years 
of marriage have farmed up to 1,000 
acres in rotation of corn, soybeans, 
wheat, and hay, and at one time they 
kept as many as 200 head of Black 
Angus feeder steers.  
 
“The barn used to be full,” said Betty, 
80, who grew up nearby on a dairy 
farm. That’s us, she adds, “black 
cows and John Deere tractors.” The 
latter, familiar green machines are 
another of John’s passions. 
 
Nowadays their son, Robert, does 
the farming but the elder             
Trowbridges still mind a few head of 
cattle as a hobby. Betty knows them 
so well that the animals often lumber 
alongside her, keeping her company 
like pets, when she mows grass 
around their rambling modern brick 
ranch home. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

hen you sit a while in conversation with John and Betty Trowbridge in their farm kitchen, perched                     
 comfortably in classic ladder-back chairs at a beautiful old roundtable, or when you inspect the            

  one-time workhorse stalls in the well-kept, 116-year-old barn on their historic family farm in           
southern Fulton County, you begin to understand. 



 
Given his attachment to the land, it 
should be no surprise that John is a 
strong believer in soil and water   
conservation practices. When you 
pull into their driveway, you            
immediately notice the windbreaks 
flanking the west and east property 
lines and the classic farm pond. But 
the Trowbridge commitment goes    
far deeper than these features. 

 
“We have always been careful to 
maintain healthy soils, testing our 
ground regularly,” John once wrote 
in an application for an easement. 
“Crop rotations are used to promote 
this. We were among the first     
farmers in the  area to use no-till 
practices in an effort to reduce soil 
erosion. Erosion on this farm is also        

reduced by a    
natural wind 
break. We take 
great care in     
fertilizer and          
application of  
pesticides, which 
allows us to avoid 
over-use of  
chemicals.” 
 
He worked a team 
of horses putting 
up barn-loads of 
hay in his youth. “I 
started farming in 
1949, right out of 
high school.” He       
initially acquired a 
tractor and some 
other machinery, 
but in the              
mid-1950s                 
volunteered for 
the Army. It was 
his way to 

outflank the inevitable but uncertain 
and to “get it over with.” He served 
in the Signal Corps. On returning 
home, he resumed his path.  
 
The Trowbridges have been             
purchasing parcels of land since 
1958, adding to their original plot. 
They typically maintained a hope to 
purchase any land that they rented. 

 
The original 1899 acreage, as a      
century farm, showcases the         
advancement of agriculture and Ohio 
family farms over the past century, 
John noted in his easement              
application. “My family has worked 
hard to acquire and care for this land, 
and it’s (our) prosperity.” 
 

John also served on the Fulton     
County Soil and Water Conservation 
District’s board of trustees for three 
years, and was a long-time York 
Township trustee. He also was a    
director of the Ohio Township               
Association, and in 2003 was                       
inducted into the Fulton County               
Agriculture Hall of Fame. 
 
To help out along the way, Betty   
added, “I worked at the flashlight 
factory in Wauseon.” Throughout a 
visit and conversation about the 
farm, it is clear that this has been 
about John and Betty both, as a 
team, ever working together. It is not 
a one-man band. Their respect for 
one another is as deep as their love 
of the land. 

 
That love is something they want to 
pass on. To smoothly pass the land 
on to their sons, Robert and John, Jr., 
the couple established the           
Trowbridge Family Living Trust. All of 
the farmland and equipment will go 
to their  children to continue the 
family farm.  
 
Walking slowly around the original 
farm’s barnyard, the Trowbridges 
reminisce about their lives on the 
land and end a visit with summary 
lines.                  
 
Reflecting on the days of farming 
with horses, Betty notes, “now if we 
can’t get it done with a John Deere   
tractor, it won’t get done.” John, in 
his long view, simply says, “I guess 
farming’s always been in my blood.” 

John and Betty’s respect for one another is as deep as 
their love of the land. 

Award-winning writer Steve Pollick 
was the Toledo Blade's Outdoors 
Editor for 30 years. The Conservancy 
is honored to have Steve as a        
member of our Advisory Council. His 
many fans will be glad to hear his 
voice again as he pays visits to    
Conservancy-protected lands and 
pens his observations. 

Given his attachment to the land, it should be 
no surprise that John is a strong believer in  
conservation practices... but for the                       
Trowbridges the commitment goes far deeper.  



A New Community Resource, 
Opening Soon 

 

 
 
 
 
  
The Sawyer Family first               
partnered with Black Swamp 
Conservancy in 1999 to                   
permanently preserve their          
60-acre, Perrysburg Township                  
property. In 2014, the               
Conservancy facilitated a           
donation of the property - 
which includes woods, a           
homestead, and a limestone 
quarry - from the Sawyer           
family to the Wood County 
Park District. 
 
After some improvements,           
including a paved drive,               
parking, and signage, the Park District is opening the Preserve for 
limited public use. Upcoming programs include rope rappelling, 
seed cleaning, and an overnight winter adventure campout. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“We are so grateful for the generosity of the 
Sawyer Family and the help of Black Swamp 
Conservancy,” said Neil Munger, Wood County 
Park District Director. “We look forward to 
opening the Preserve to the public so they will 
get a chance to enjoy this truly special place.” 

Conservation  
Without Limits 
 
What does conservation look like 
in our cities and towns? How can 
Black Swamp Conservancy help  
beautify the human landscape and 
increase biological services? Where 
are community gardens, parks, and                   
connecting trails most needed? 
  
The Conservancy has been asking a 
lot of questions like these lately. 
Along with partners including the 
Lucas County Land Bank and            
TMACOG, we have received a   
technical assistance scholarship 
from the Center for Community           
Progress to help define and design 
“urban lands conservation” in our           
community.  

Wood County Park District’s Sawyer Quarry Nature Preserve. 

here are few opportunities in northwest Ohio to try 
your hand at rock climbing! Now, you have another 
chance to learn with the recent opening of the  

Rope rappelling classes are just one of the programs                   
being offered at the Sawyer Quarry Nature Preserve.  
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Are you a landowner interested in                   

learning more about the Conservancy’s  

Farmland Preservation Programs?  
 

Join us at one of our informational  
meetings this December. 

 

Thursday 12/10 - 7pm              

W.W. Knight Preserve           
Perrysburg 
 
Tuesday 12/15 - 7pm 

Conservancy Homestead              
Pemberville  

about 

Contact Chris Collier by email at ccollier@blackswamp.org                                                                          

or give him a call at 419-833-1025. 

In addition to wetland restoration, this project will       
provide a public access site along the Sandusky River. 

Restoring the Land                   
to Protect the Water 
 

ust outside of Fremont is a 78-acre bottomland 
farm along the Sandusky River. The farm, which 
floods seasonally, was recently purchased by 

the Conservancy for the purpose of demonstrating 
the importance of best management practices 
(BMPs) and wetland restoration. 
 
While restoration funds are being secured, Black Swamp            
Conservancy plans to rent out the farmland and use it  
as an example of the BMPs that can be employed to            
minimize nutrient and sediment loss into surrounding 
waterways. This includes soil testing to determine where 
fertilizer is needed, subsurface fertilizer application,  
widened riverside buffers, no till farming, and winter 
vegetative cover. 
 
The Conservancy ultimately plans to restore the                  
property to a native plant community which will serve   
as a model for native ecosystems as a solution to our 
area’s water quality issues.  



The pollinator gardens (pictured here) planted       
at the Conservancy Homestead this summer               
help species like these Monarch butterflies. 

Local Trustee - National Volunteer 
 
After spending a decade as a 
Black Swamp Conservancy 
trustee, including a term as 
board president, you might 
think Tom Reed would be 
ready to take a break from 
land conservation. 
 
Instead, we are proud to     
announce that Tom has been   
appointed a commissioner    
at the national Land Trust              
Alliance Accreditation             
Commission.  
 
The Commission, an                         
independent program of the 
Land Trust Alliance, oversees 
the land trust accreditation 
program. The program        
recognizes land conservation 
organizations that meet national quality standards for protecting        
important natural spaces and working lands forever.  
 
Tom’s role as a commissioner will include reviewing/evaluating              
accreditation applications from land trusts around the country.  
 
Congratulations Tom and the Commission! 

You Made it an          
Amazing Year 
 
Thanks to you, and the support of so 
many people like you, Black Swamp 
Conservancy has grown stronger this 
past year, and the impact of our work 
has become even greater. 
 
Read about the highlights, and see 
beautiful photos in the Conservancy’s 
2015 Annual Report - available online 
now at BlackSwamp.org. 



Inspired by Nature 
 

The sun setting on the Sugar Ridge     
Prairie is startlingly beautiful. This past 
August, for the 20 participants of our 
Nature Photography Workshop with 
George Sydlowski, it was picture perfect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering photographers a place and      
opportunity to capture images of our   
native landscape not only inspired them, 
but it inspired us too. We look forward to 
expanding our workshops in 2016 by 
hosting sessions throughout the year at 
diverse properties across our region.  

A Down-Home(stead) Celebration 
 
We hope you had a good time meeting Emily at check-in,            
grabbing a burger from Rob at the grill, and having Chris serve 
you up a beer (or root beer), all while enjoying the picturesque 
setting of the Conservancy Homestead.  
 
The Conservancy staff certainly enjoyed welcoming our members 
to this year’s Down-Home celebration. We can’t wait to do it 
again next year!  
 

Books and Nature  
Walking Hand-in-Hand 
 
This fall, in partnership with the               
Pemberville Public Library, the                  
Conservancy presented a StoryWalk                
on the prairie trail at the Conservancy 
Homestead. 
 
Families enjoyed a stroll along the                  
one-mile, native prairie trail, while                  
making stops along the way to read                      
pages from the book “The Little Old Lady 
Who Was Not Afraid of Anything.” 



FIND US ONLINE AT BLACKSWAMP.ORG 

BLACK SWAMP  
CONSERVANCY   
P.O. Box 332 
Perrysburg, Ohio 43552 
 
419.833.1025 
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At Black Swamp Conservancy… 
 
We take direct action to permanently 
preserve northwest Ohio’s natural 
habitats and family farms for the  
benefit of future generations. 
  
By protecting our valuable land and 
water resources we are supporting 
healthy communities with strong, 
sustainable economies. 
  
Our work ensures the diverse habitats 
of our region will be protected for 
generations and that our children and 
their children will forever be able to  
enjoy this special place. 
  

2015-2016 Board Trustees 
 
Mary Krueger, President 
 
Karen Wood, Vice President  
Brian Kennedy, Treasurer  
Alec Vogelpohl, Secretary 
 
Paul Croy 
Sally Gladwell 
Julie Brotje Higgins 
Lloyd Jones 
Don Leary 
Tom Reed 
Katie Rousseau 
Tim Schetter 
Laurie VonSeggern 
Anne Yager 
 
Eric Kraus, Immediate Past President 
 

Conservancy Staff 
 
Rob Krain 
Executive Director 
 
Sarah Brokamp 
Advancement Coordinator  
Chris Collier 
Land Protection Specialist  
Emily Nunn 
Program Associate 
 
Linda Wegman 
Office Manager 

Cover photo courtesy of Thomas Kliber taken 
at the Conservancy Homestead prairie.  
Fox Kit photo (at right) courtesy of Art Weber.  

Your support is helping to protect and restore northwest 

Ohio’s rivers and streams and provide critical habitat                

for birds and animals - like this red fox kit.  


